instead of in his official car, while his manner of living was
monkish. Without any political method, Briining always com-
plicated things in their beginning, tracing tortuous paths in
reaching his destination, which, however, he always arrived at.

Whereas Stresemann, for instance, made out of an
ordinary press conference something vital and even exciting,
by his impromptu methods, Briining would adjust his
glasses, read out from his papers in a colourless tone, looking
only occasionally into the room, and conclude with a loud
and very exact period. Thanking the Press for their
attention in very precise terms, he would thep disappear.

At first Hindenburg was against the appointment of
Briining. " Too much Popery," he growled; but when he
learned that it was Briining who had forced the French out
of the Ruhr, and that he was an ex-officer, he warmed
towards him, forgetting his general dislike of Catholics.

It soon became evident that the sober, bespectacled
Briining enjoyed the confidence of the President. Within
the first few weeks of office he had issued no less than
seventy emergency decrees, the consent for which had to
be obtained from Hindenburg. He became the benevolent
dictator and von Papen saw the Social Democratic leader
of his own Centre Party (although he would not admit it)
preparing the way for his own Conservatism or, alter-
natively, revolution of the masses.

Wages were reduced and commodity prices rose, in
sympathy with the general economic depression that was
fast settling in all over the world.

The other Parties in the German political system began
to ^show their annoyance at Hitler's intrusion into the
Reich, They were also aware that for some long months
he had been negotiating with the League of German
Industries and with the Rhenish and Westphalian indus-
trialists. If these negotiations succeeded, then his move-
ment would be adequately financed and capable of putting
up candidates in large numbers for the coming Reichstag
elections. Still this did not daunt von Papen; for he con-
tinued to think that ultimately these noisy storm troopers
of Hitler might become the legions of his Holy Roman
Empire of the German Nation.
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